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We’re Back!
Ruth and I had a wonderful and insightful trip to Southeast
Asia. We had been looking for an opportunity to visit a
ministry there since last summer, but COVID kept the
region closed until January.
Our destination opened a crack in January and we flew
over in February. A condition of entry was a one-week
quarantine on an island. During that time our hosts came
to the island and began orienting us to their ministry.

When our quarantine
was over, we flew to
the mainland and began
exploring the city and
meeting the people
with whom we would
be working. Three days
later I got COVID! That
meant a ten day quar-
antine. We were stay-
ing with a wonderful
family who took excel-
lent care of us. Our
planned departure was
a few days after this
second quarantine was over, so we decided to extend our
visit an extra week in order to complete our goals.
We returned to the U.S. in time for me to attend our
presbytery retreat, where I got a nasty virus. I improved
enough for Ruth and me to catch our flights to Colombia
where I was scheduled to teach students how to lead Bible
studies. I was not fully well, but I managed to teach all the
sessions. We had a delightful time in Colombia and were
encouraged by the responsiveness of the students. I hope
we can return someday.



-2-

University students in Bogota

It was April before Ruth and I felt rested, readjusted, and
clear-headed enough to evaluate our trips. In spite of ev-
erything, we accomplished all our goals for the Asia trip.
We loved the people and felt that we could make a contri-
bution to the team. We were grateful for the opportunity
to see firsthand the team, the culture, and the conditions
there. A lot of signs pointed toward joining the Southeast
Asia team, but we wanted to consider this carefully. In the
end we became persuaded that God is moving us in that
direction.
Destination Southeast Asia
The initial invitation was to join this mission team and
assist them by training campus ministers. This is what I
have been doing in the U.S. for over a decade, it is some-
thing I enjoy, and I think I have some gifts for it. So this
ministry opportunity seemed reasonable from the begin-
ning. What we discovered is that the situation in Southeast
Asia is complex. Our first priority will be to acquire a
substantial and growing knowledge of the culture and the
situation so that we can apply campus ministry principles
in culturally effective ways.
Having made the decision about our next ministry, I have
begun making the extensive arrangements. We will need
international insurance, an agency to provide administra-
tive support, and approval of our presbytery. There is an
avalanche of issues pertaining to our house, cars, and per-
sonal possessions as well as accommodations in our new
city. And we will need to raise the additional funds to
support work overseas. Some of these projects are already
in process, but we are just beginning. I estimate it will
take six to twelve months to get everything ready and be

able to relocate – maybe longer. I expect to report that
some of these issues are settled by our next letter, so stay
tuned!
Our destination requires some discretion, which is why
this report lacks specific details. In coming months I will
be meeting with many churches and individuals to explain
more of this area, the needs there, and what we can do to
meet those needs. Please contact me if you are interested
in more details.

Stay Connected to our Ministry!
Ruth and I were very encouraged to see exactly enough
donations to cover the cost of our trip to Southeast Asia.
Praise God and thank you everyone who prayed and do-
nated to support us in this ministry!
In a few months we expect to transition to a different or-
ganization for processing our funds. I’ll let you know when
that happens and how to make the change. Meanwhile, our
church continues to receive donations to our ministry.
You may contribute by making checks to “LVPC” and
mailing them to:

LVPCA Special Projects
31 S. 13th St.
Allentown, PA 18102

You may also contribute online at
“http://bit.ly/3vx9A19” 
Put “Special Projects” in the note box.
My blog, sermons, newsletters, and ministry materials are
on my website: www.cdavidgreen.org.
If you would rather receive these newsletters by surface
mail, or if you would like to receive weekly prayer re-
quests by email, contact me at cdavidgreen@gmail.com.
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Spring Reflections
“By faith Abraham obeyed when
he was called to go out to a
place that he was to receive as
an inheritance. And he went
out, not knowing where he was
going.”

Hebrews 11:8

I’m thinking of this verse not
because I have the faith of Abraham, but because I’m about
to set off into the unknown. Not completely. I know more
about our destination in Southeast Asia than Abraham
knew of Canaan, but like Abraham, we will be uprooting
what has been our home for three and a half decades and
moving halfway around the world.
I don’t need as much faith as Abraham, because it wasn’t
his great faith that saved him. God led Abraham, watched
over him, and protected him from misfortune and ene-
mies. Abraham’s faith was merely his connection to God
who saves. What is important is that whatever faith I have
remain fixed on Jesus who has led us and will always lead
us (Matthew 28:20).
The author of Hebrews continues,

“If they had been thinking of that land from which they
had gone out, they would have had opportunity to re-
turn.”

I’m sure Abraham had occasional thoughts about Ur and
Haran and the people he left behind there, but that is not
where his thoughts were fixed. Abraham chose to focus on
God’s call, not his past. One challenge for Ruth and me is
to keep our thoughts fixed on Jesus and the country to
which He is calling us. We will never forget our friends in
the Lehigh Valley, but we cannot be focused on that life.
And then we read,

“But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.”

Neither Bethlehem (nor the whole Lehigh Valley) is our
true home – and neither is the city to which we will be
moving. God has blessed us richly in Bethlehem, and we

expect His blessing in our new city – but these are morsels
of promise of the unbelievable blessings to come. These
earthly cities at their best are shadows of that great eternal
heavenly city which is our ultimate destination. Wherever
God calls and places you, I hope the eternal heavenly city
is your ultimate destination, too.

Please do not post or forward this letter.

LVPCA Special Projects
Prayer Requests, May 2022

1. Praise God for providing our full travel costs to
Southeast Asia!

2. Pray for students in Bogota, Colombia to grow in their
understanding of scripture and skill in leading Bible
studies.

3. Pray for God to help us with the many preparations for
ministry in Southeast Asia.

4. In particular pray for God to provide the funds for this
ministry.
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