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Preface

The following lessons were first given in 2021 during the fall Sunday School
at Lehigh Valley Presbyterian Church. I am neither a liturgist nor a professor
of liturgics. I relied primarily on the resources listed in the bibliography. It
was not my intent to produce an academically professional presentation. My
goal was to help our church better understand worship, particularly as we
practice it on the Lord’s Day.

There is an outline which accompanies these lessons and may be helpful to
some people. It includes the tables to which I refer in the lessons. You can
find the outline here:
https://cdavidgreen.org/seminars/Mount Zion.

https://cdavidgreen.org/seminars/Mount
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Lesson 1
Introduction to the Divine Service

Hebrews 12:22-24

1. Pray for the class.

2. Read Hebrews 12:22-24.

3. Pray for insight into this text.

4. This class is built around Hebrews 12:18-29. Each lesson will include a 
discussion of some aspect of this text. The heart of our text is verses
22-24 which summarize New Covenant worship. When Christians
worship, they enter heaven and join the angels around the throne of
God. Christians who have died are with us, and we all worship together.
Jesus is there with the Father, and He speaks to us and feeds us. In this
class we will see how this reality shapes how we worship.

Introduction

5. Our subject is the act, or practice of worship. We will not address
directly the theology of worship, but it will come up as we explain what
we are doing and why we are doing it.

6. Our focus is the Lord’s Day service, not family worship or individual
devotions or conference settings, etc. Mature and healthy Christians
worship individually, in families, and in occasional gatherings. This is
good, and even necessary for spiritual growth. Lord’s Day worship is
different, apart from its position on the calendar.

7. On the Day of the Lord, Jesus meets with His people for encourage-
ment, instruction, rebuke, and nurture. The whole church gathers with
her officers and Jesus ministers to the whole church through the officers
He has appointed. It is a public, communal event.


