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Session Title Scripture

1 The Good News Rom. 1:16; 5:1; 8:1, 31-37

2 Jesus the Evangelist and the Witness Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 10:17; Mark 1:15, 38-39; Jn .3:11-13

3 The Responsibility for Evangelism Eph 4:11; 1 Pet. 5:1-4; Matt. 16:18

4 Free to be Our True Best Selves Acts 9:22; 1 Pet. 3:15; Jas. 2:8, 15-16; Heb. 12:18-29

Session 1
The Good News

Romans 1:16; 5:1; 8:1, 31-37

1. Why are many Christians afraid of evangelism?

2. Definitions

– gospel:

– evangelism:

– the essence of evangelism:

3. What is good about the gospel?

4. Does this sound good to everyone?

5. The gospel sounds especially good to:



-2-

6. Let’s read some scriptures and list the good news they contain.

– Luke 4:16-21

– Luke 15:1-7;  19:9-10

– Romans 1:16

– Romans 5:1, 8; 8:1, 15-17, 31-37

– 1 Corinthians 15:1-6, 51-58

7. Evangelism is announcing good news. If you have no good news to announce, you cannot do evange-

lism. But if you do have good news, evangelism is as simple as telling people that good news. Now there

is good news, so if you have no good news to announce, you have lost your focus on Jesus. You are not

living in the real world. The real world is a world which Jesus loves and died for. Reality is Jesus saving

the world, and a universe permeated by the powerful work of the Holy Spirit. Any other concept of the

world is a fantasy – and not a good one.

8. The first step in evangelism is

– If you are not eager to share the good news. 

– Then the first step

– Ask Jesus to open your eyes, unplug your ears, soften your heart, and sharpen your mind.
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Session 2
Jesus the Evangelist and the Witness

Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 10:17; Mark 1:15, 38-39; John 3:11-13

1. Who saves people?

2. Ephesians 2:1 – We begin life

3. Ephesians 1:3-7, 13-14.

4. Isn’t faith what saves us?

5. Ephesians 2:8-9

6. God is of salvation

7. Faith is of salvation

8. We are not saved by faith; we are saved by

9. Faith is

10. Man as born is eternally incapable of trusting Jesus. So God rebirths him.

11. Note that Jesus does not tell Nicodemus that he must believe in order to obtain eternal life.

12. Man’s part in salvation is

13. Mystery: God saves when people hear the gospel.

14. Romans 10:17.

15. God does all the work, but He ordinarily does the work of salvation while the gospel is being

preached.



-4-

16. The evangelist was God’s human representative of salvation and faith was the instrument of

salvation.

17. So who are the preachers?

18. Matthew 4:17,23; Mark 1:15, 38-39; Luke 19:10

19. Jesus was the first evangelist.

20. John 3:11-13, 31-36; 5:19-20, 30;  8:28.

21. John never uses the word “gospel” in his account of Jesus’ ministry, and he never uses the cognate word

“evangelize.” But he uses the word “witness” and its cognates 31 times in his gospel, nine times in his

letters, and four times in the Apocalypse. John only uses the word “gospel” once in all his writings.

22. The core concept of witness is

23. Jesus is the supreme witness.

24. The thrust of the synoptic gospels is the ministry of Jesus as

25. The thrust of John’s writings is the ministry of Jesus as

26. In Revelation Jesus claims to be an ongoing witness.

27. John 14:16-18.

28. Jesus is the Chief Evangelist and the Faithful Witness.

29. If Jesus is the Chief Evangelist and the Faithful Witness, what is there for us to do?
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Session 3
The Responsibility for Evangelism

Ephesians 4:11; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Matthew 16:18

1. Jesus has appointed certain men in the church who have the responsibility and authority to speak about

Jesus.

2. Ephesians 4:11.

3. Jesus is the  in the church. 

4. When Jesus calls a man to be a pastor or evangelist, Jesus is enlisting him as an

5. 1 Peter 5:1-4.

6. Jesus is the

7. First, officers in the church have

8. Second, officers in the church have

9. Third, if the work of the church is to be done, it requires

– Evangelism is most effective when

– Everyone can – and should –

10. Conclusions.

– Most Christians are not and should not be Evangelists and Witnesses.

– Jesus has appointed some men to assist him as Evangelists and Witnesses.

– Jesus has called everyone else to other roles in the church.

– Evangelism is most effective when everyone is faithful to his own calling.

– In going about that calling, everyone should tell others what he knows about Jesus.
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11. Application questions

– What is your gift and calling in the church?

– How zealously are you pursuing your calling?

– Do you need to discuss this with your pastor?

– Do you talk about Jesus with the people around you?

12. Who is responsible for proclaiming the good news? To put it another way, who should we blame when

evangelism is not happening, or is poorly done?

13. What appears to be a failure of evangelism has two sides to it. 

–

–

14. How do these things affect our attitude toward evangelism?

–

–

15. So what is our job in evangelism? We have established that Jesus is the Chief Evangelist and Faithful

Witness. Who are we ?

16. Christians fall into two broad categories

–

–

17. The officers in the church are Jesus’ junior assistants.

– Officers are not responsible for 

– Officer are responsible for

18. Everyone is responsible for

19. If you do not have a role in the church, you should
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20. When the church is not doing evangelism, who is responsible?

– Jesus holds primary responsibility, and we can rest in the confidence that, whatever the appearances,

Jesus is building the church as He promised.

– Officers are responsible for assisting Jesus, and they must watch themselves so that they do this

with skill and dedication. Weakness in evangelism may be due to unskilled or unfocused officers.

– Members are responsible for the gifts and callings they have received, and they must perform those

roles with skill and dedication. Weakness in evangelism may be due to members failing to exercise

the gifts they have been given.

– All of us tell others good news when we get it. This is not something that has to be studied or

learned. It is a fact of human nature. Weakness in evangelism may be due to the church not receiv-

ing good news.

Session 4
Free to be Our True Best Selves

Acts 9:22; 1 Peter 3:15; James 2:8, 15-16; Hebrews 12:18-29

1. This week we have been discussing evangelism. Let’s review our main points.

– Evangelism is telling people good news about Jesus.

– If you do not have any good news about Jesus to tell, you are spiritually impoverished and should

seek some help.

– God does all the work of saving people.

– People respond to the gospel when God gives them new life.

– God ordinarily grants new life to people as they hear the gospel.

– Jesus is the Chief Evangelist and Faithful Witness.

– Pastors are the junior assistants to Jesus.

– Members have been given gifts for meeting other needs in the church.

– Members are responsible for using their gifts with energy and dedication.

– Pastors are responsible for preaching the gospel with energy and dedication.

– Jesus is responsible for building the church.

– Everyone should talk about Jesus as they have ability and opportunity.

2. Today we will cover three topics that are related to evangelism: apologetics, service, and worship. Each

of these topics is big enough to justify a seminar in itself. We will just touch a few points related to

evangelism.
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3. Apologetics

4. Evangelism is 100% God’s work, and 100% requires our participation. This means that our participation

is meaningful. True, God does all the work, but in some mysterious way, our efforts make a difference.

Our role is not spectators, nor idle participants, but hard-working partners with Jesus. As God gives

opportunity and ability, our job is to labor with all our energy in evangelism. There are three aspects to

our work in evangelism.

5. First, we are called to know

6. Second, we must know

7. Third, we must learn

8. Acts 9:22; 17:3, 22-31, 19:8.

9. Paul was , ,

10. Apologetics is loosely defined as defending the faith against unbelief. The word is derived from Latin

apologia, which means reason. Apologetics is providing a reason for the faith, and the proof-text of

apologetics is 1 Peter 3:15, “always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a

reason for the hope that is in you.” Apologetics is going outside a simple declaration of what scripture

says and explaining our beliefs and answering the false teachings of unbelievers.

11. Apologetics contributes to evangelism in three important ways.

– Provide reasonable answers to honest questions.

– Clear away issues which distract from the gospel.

– Care for people.

12. 1 Peter 3:15 revisited. Key idea:

13. The best foundation for evangelism
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14. Service

15. Service is acts of mercy meeting the needs of people. Serving others is a task given to every Christian,

but some will be especially gifted in various areas of service. Service and evangelism are completely

different, but are joined in the work of the church.

16. John 13:34-35.

17. James 2:8, 15-16.

18. 1 John 4:7-12, 20-21.

19. John 17:20-23.

20. Acts 2:41-45

21. But evangelism without service is hollow and unpersuasive.

22. Evangelism without service is a message of love without acts of love. It is hypocritical and offensive.

23. Worship

24. “A service of public worship is not merely a gathering of God’s children with each other, but before all

else, a meeting of the triune God with His chosen people.” (BCO 47-2) It co

25. “The end of public worship is the glory of God...[it] has as its aim the building of Christ’s Church by the

perfecting of the saints and the addition to its membership of such as are being saved...”

26. Public worship should be for both Christians and non-Christians. But the fundamental nature of public

worship is meeting with God.

27. Hebrews 12:18-29.
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28. Old Covenant worship:

29. New Covenant worship:

30. So when we assemble to worship on the Lord’s Day, we enter heaven and sing with the angels. We hear

Jesus speak to us in the scripture and sermon and we speak to Him in our prayers. Then we all eat the

marriage supper of the Lamb as a celebration of the salvation purchased by Christ’s death. This is real.

It is not physical. It is spiritual, but just as real as if it were physical. Just as Jesus is physically in heav-

en but spiritually among us, so we remain physically on earth but spiritually with the angels in heaven.

This is what really happens in Lord’s Day worship.

31. This means that unbelievers

–

–

–

32. The most evangelistically effective Lord’s Day service is not one which appeals to unbelievers. In fact,

the more it appeals to unbelievers, the less evangelistically effective it is.  The most evangelistically

effective Lord’s Day service is one which is true to its nature. It is a service which comfortably,

naturally, constantly draws all the people together close to God around the throne. Although unbelievers

will not comprehend what is happening, they will see – in a way they will never see elsewhere – the

gospel in action. They will enter the service with hard hearts and leave with laughter.

33. Conclusion

34. Ordinary Christians are not evangelists. They are not supposed to be. All Christians are responsible for

using their gifts to the best of their ability. That is all. As God increasingly excites us with the gospel –

as we get closer and closer to Jesus and are increasingly captivated by Him, we will tell others the good

news we hear and report what we see Jesus doing in our lives and in the world. Ordinary Christians are

most evangelistic when they are exercising their gifts well and talking about what they know of Jesus.

We are free to be who God made us to be.


