
August, 2017

Dear Friend:

I think the theme of this letter might be babies. At least they are what captured our attention this spring
and summer.

Victoria Jayne made her first public appearance on
April 3. Ruth was invited into the birthing room, but I 
waited outside with the other grandfather. Since then Vic-
toria has made daily appearances in person around town
and on Facebook. She took her first plane ride at the end
of June to visit friends in Rhode Island. Ginny claims she
is doing nothing new – “MOPS, Women’s ministry, and a
junior member of the Red Hat Society are the same” – but
a baby is about as new as it gets. Daniel spends a lot of
time with Victoria. He hasn’t been able to get back to soc-
cer yet because of needing time for his ACL to heal. º

Christopher from Baku, Azerbaijan: “Lots of stuff
going on at work -- I continue to set about fixing the State
Department one post at a time. Only about 185 left. The
project I am most excited about now is expanding the local
intern program from two sections and three interns to nine
sections and up to 15 interns. I am currently acting Man-
agement Officer (the position I normally report to), and for
the past two weeks I have also been doing additional work as my
loyal deputy has been taking some vacation. On Wednesday I also
took over being Duty officer (on call to answer emergency af-
ter-hours calls). And because of the hiring freeze from the execu-
tive order, we also can’t refill the position that handles welcoming
new incoming families, so I’ve been taking over those responsibili-
ties as well. The new management officer is slated to arrive next
week, so I figure I have one more full week of filling the seat be-
fore I get downgraded to merely doing the two jobs of my normal
position. Today I ended up agreeing to foster a 6 week old street
cat that some soft-hearted embassy colleagues scooped up from
the street a few days ago, but who are going on vacation for a
week. Life has its ups and downs here, but I can’t say its ever been
dull.” º Christopher at a carpet store in Old Town Baku.

In the spring Peter quit his job on the North Slope so that
he could work as the assistant to the pastor at their church in
Alaska. His job as RUF campus minister at West Virginia Univer-
sity began June 1. He and Megan bought a house in Morgantown,
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Isaac

Elijah and Amelia

On the Cliff Walk in Newport, RI, in Feb.

WV, and Peter has been
working there while Megan
packs up their belongings
in Alaska. Amelia had her
first dance recital, Eli took
guitar lessons and played
indoor soccer, and Isaac is
crawling and pulling him-
self up. Megan and the
children will be joining Pe-
ter at the end of Septem-
ber.

Here is the latest from Stephen in Korea: “I got accepted into the
year-long Yonsei University program. It’s a great opportunity for me because
I’ll still get paid and be in the Army, but I will be (mostly) left alone to focus
on Korean and the length of the program should solidify my already
sufficient base in the language. Concomitant with Yonsei, I re-enlisted
for an additional 3 years. It was a mandatory requirement for me to go
to Yonsei because the date of my Army contract expiration was before
the program would be complete.

“In the midst of all the craziness I had to go to another promo-
tion board. It’s been almost a year since I was promoted to Sergeant, so
it’s time to start getting ready for the next rank. It can be somewhat
stressful and finding time to study and prepare was extremely difficult,
but in the end I was recommended for promotion. Unfortunately I did
a little TOO well and so I was "voluntold" to go to another board the
very next day! Despite only having 18 hours to prepare, I swept that
board as well and now my beautiful picture is posted up in our barracks.
I’ve included it in this E-mail in case Dad wants it for his newsletter.”

Benjamin says, “I’ve
been keeping myself busy over
the summer with repairing lap-
tops and preparing for my officer duties on the club frisbee team and
robotics club.” His summer job never panned out, so he took on the task
of scraping and staining the arbor over our patio. Benjamin turned 21 in
August, so we celebrated with a fondue meal at The Melting Pot.

Ruth continued
teaching her online Ad-
vanced Placement English
class and her homeschool
co-op literature class, and I
continued supervising RUF
ministers in the Northeast.
On May 27 I had a stroke,

which immediately changed the course of the summer. The neurol-
ogist predicted a full recovery, but I was in the hospital for 9 days
and in a rehab facility for 11 days. By then I was able to take care of
myself, but was still unstable. I had a month of outpatient therapy,
and now I am 95% of normal. I feel great and plan a full schedule
this fall. Ruth was phenomenal during this whole process, and God
has been very gracious to provide so much healing.

David Green


